
 
Reading and Writing Across the Year in Fifth Grade  

A Sampling of Units of Study 

Reading Workshop Writing Workshop 
Interpretation Book Clubs  
 
The Interpretation Book Clubs Unit was designed to support 
establishing all structures, habits, mindsets and values that 
will last across the year. This unit especially rallies students 
to care about writing and reading in a new way and helps 
them work collaboratively in clubs right from the start of the 
year. They begin the year digging deep, looking for larger 
meaning in the texts they are reading. 

Narrative Craft  
 
This unit is designed to build on the lessons students have 
already learned in previous grades and strives towards two 
goals– increased independence and dramatic growth in the 
level of students' writing. Throughout the unit, teachers will 
ask students to reread and reflect on the stories of their 
lives and ask, “What themes or issues surface in my writing 
again and again?” Then, students will learn to construct 
tight, detailed narratives that reveal those enduring themes. 

Tackling Complexity: Moving Up Levels of 
Nonfiction  
This unit allows for students to read any high-interest 
nonfiction text they want and to do so while working on ways 
to tackle harder and harder nonfiction texts. The 
final portion of the unit channels students to research topics 
of interest to them, using all they know about navigating 
nonfiction to gather and synthesize information on a topic in 
preparation for a final project. 
 

Informational Writing: Feature Articles 
& Research Reports 
 
The Feature Articles unit will help solidify students’ ability to 
write cohesive, well-organized informational texts before 
launching into a more rigorous research-based unit  
 
The Lens of History unit will strengthen students’ 
research-writing abilities through a content-based unit. 
Teachers will place particular emphasis on helping students 
to make purposeful and effective choices about structure. 
Students will learn to research more closely and 
purposefully, to study the explicit and implicit messages 
authors convey about historical topics, and to study 
published informational texts as mentors to improve their 
own writing. 

Fantasy Book Clubs: The Magic of Themes and 
Symbols  
 
This unit will support students as they navigate the 
complexities of fantasy novels: multi-faceted characters, 
multiple plot lines, shifting timelines, tricky narrative 
structures, and complicated symbolism. Then too, there is a 
good chance this unit will hook readers into a fantasy series 
or two, enticing them to continue reading on through that 
series of books and often leading them up levels of text 
complexity. 
 

Literary Essay: Opening Texts and Seeing More 
 
Members of the class begin by writing an essay about a 
shared story—a video clip that they watch and discuss 
together. With that shared experience working as a 
foundation, fifth graders then learn to design, write, and 
revise interpretive essays about short stories. The unit ends 
by teaching kids to transfer all they have learned to new 
circumstances, including those posed by high-stakes tests. 
Students learn to: 

● Write to grow ideas about a text 
● Read interpretively 
● Reread closely and carefully to identify evidence that best 

supports a claim 
● Support a claim with a variety of evidence 
● Draft and revise thesis statements that capture the 

themes of a story and that forecast ways their essays will 
support their theses 

● Transfer and apply their essay writing to respond to 
prompts and real-world situations 



Argument & Advocacy: Research Debatable Issues  
 
This is a unit that continues to support students to read more 
complex, challenging nonfiction, but this particular unit 
especially aims to help them to research in order to have an 
informed viewpoint and to make arguments about 
provocative, debatable issues. This process entails reading 
arguments and informational texts in a more critical and 
analytic way. 
 
 

The Research-Based Argument Essay  
 
In this unit, teachers will help students carry all they have 
learned in their previous essay studies to a slightly different 
genre. Students will learn the writing skills of both a 
researcher and an essayist. Specifically, teachers will help 
them to retrieve informed opinions from within their reading 
and research on a topic, and to craft those opinions into 
defensible claims. To do this, teachers will teach them to 
stake a claim, provide logically ordered reasons in its 
defense and, for students who are ready, to rebut possible 
counterclaims. 

Author Study: Reading Like a Fan  
 
This unit supports students in becoming more skilled at 
talking about the choices that authors make and the reasons 
for those choices, as well as thinking about the relationship 
between particular parts of a text and the whole text. 
 
 

Shaping Texts: From Essay and Narrative to 
Memoir  
 
In this unit, students will learn to craft memoirs by drawing 
on all they know about expository and narrative writing to 
advance an idea about their lives. Teachers will support 
students in analyzing the writing of published authors and in 
trying that same work in their own writing. Teachers will also 
invite students to consider various ways of conveying 
meaning, including language, symbolism, structural choices, 
and perspective. 
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